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Evaluation on Collaborative Discussion
Before going for the discussion, I ensured that I researched the topic (Fast food industry) and collected all the facts that I could use in the discussion. The discussion was self-moderated, which means that members had to agree on the time for presentation and turn-taking during the discussion. It is important to mention that the rules were followed because there were no incidences of chaos or disruptions.
My presentation was effective because I connected the topic with personal experiences. Having grown in a conservative family, I was able to argue about the demerits of fast foods. I told my personal story as evidence to back up my arguments and views on the topic.  When I was presenting, my colleagues were quiet and paying attention. I did the same when they were presenting and only asked questions after one has completed presenting. Participants were actively engaged in the discussion. They used reasoning and evidence to make their points. For example, some participants used their personal experiences while others cited scientific journals and articles. The presentation was professional and most of the participants included evidence, either from their personal life experiences or research.
Since we were involved in a debate-like discussion, there are those who had different opinions from what I presented. However, everyone expressed their differences with the utmost respect to the other people’s opinions. Since the presentation was formal, I only used formal language throughout the presentation. However, the other presentation cues such as gestures (waving hands) and facial expressions (frowning face when someone showed anger) match up with what they were saying. As I read before presenting, the effectiveness of a presentation depends on the speaker’s ability to maintain eye contact with the audience and keep the voice moderate enough that the audience can understand what is being said. I implemented these skills by ensuring that used a voice that the person sitting at the back could hear me. Overall, the discussion was effective because even in disagreements, people argued their points out and figured out how to resolve the differences, which was mainly basing arguments on evidence.
